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ANational Geophysical Data Center (NGDC)

United States Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service

Underlying scientific data viewable at:  http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/ngdc.html

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
O

C
EA

NIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC

ADM
IN

IS
T

R
A

T
IO

N

U
. S

. DEPARTMENT OF COMM

ER
C

E

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

S M T W T F S

M
ar

ch
   

  2
00

2

February

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

April

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

MontereyMontereyMontereyMontereyMonterey

CanyonCanyonCanyonCanyonCanyon

C
a
l
if
o
r
n
ia

C
a
l
if
o
r
n
ia

C
a
l
if
o
r
n
ia

C
a
l
if
o
r
n
ia

C
a
l
if
o
r
n
ia

Detailed bathymetric data
show an underwater stream

that jumped its banks

In the Monterey Canyon, located off the
coast of California south of San Fran-
cisco, currents from the Elkhorn Slough
pour down the contental slope, cutting
a deep canyon. Just as on the land sur-
face, the current cuts a path controlled
by various forces of erosion, creating
meanders, natural levees, and occa-
sionally exiting the normal channel. See
http://www.mbnms.nos.noaa.gov/ for
more on the Monterey Canyon ecosys-
tem and links to other resources.
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